
 
 

JAF provides timely, compassionate financial support to help 

neighbors cover essential expenses — like housing, utilities, medical 

needs and transportation — without repayment, easing the burden 

during life’s most pressing moments. 

“I can’t begin to thank all of you 

enough for the generous support 

and kindness and sense of 

belonging.  

You made me realize that I am not 

alone and there is help.” 

“I have never needed financial  
help before.  

I’ve always been someone who 
helped others.” 

With support from  

Foundations and Community Members,  

JAF offers financial assistance in amounts that truly make an impact on pressing expenses.    

We thank our Foundation Partners for their generous support in 2024 and 2025, including: 

 

The Philip Chosky Foundation 

The Fine Foundation 

Giant Eagle Foundation 

Simon Hafner Charitable Foundation 

The Jewish Federation of Greater Pittsburgh 

 

Jewish Healthcare Foundation 

Ladies Hospital Aid Society (LHAS) 

Charles M. Morris Charitable Trust 

Donald & Sylvia Robinson Family Foundation 

The Sylvia and Martin Snow Family Fund 

40 YEARS OF IMPACT  
AND 

BEING THERE FOR OUR COMMUNITY 
dedicated to honoring & living the Jewish values of   

Tikkun Olam & Tzedakah, 

Jewish Community Members 

established the Jewish Assistance Fund in 1985. 

“When I was truly in a time of need,  

sinking further in debt, having  

exhausted my credit and  

everything else,  

JAF gave me a lifeline.” 



JAF’s Impact on  
Economic Insecurity in 2024 

 

 Provided $321,160 in emergency 
financial aid—no repayment 

required—to the Western PA Jewish 
community. 

 Supported 344 individuals across 48 
zip codes, representing diverse Jewish 

households. 

 Served households of 1 to 12 people, 

including singles, couples, families with 
children, and multigenerational homes. 

 Beneficiaries ranged in age from 20 to 
97, spanning young adults to seniors. 

 Delivered warm,  in-person support 
typically within 1 week of inquiry. 

 Offered financial assistance plus 
referrals to resources like emergency 

food and free financial counseling. 

 Impact extended beyond direct 
recipients, strengthening the broader 

community. 

WE ARE EACH THERE FOR THE COMMUNITY AND THE COMMUNITY IS THERE FOR US 

Economic insecurity creates great stress and disruption. 
On a survey, people described their experience with 

JAF as kind, caring, respectful, compassionate, 
inclusive, helpful, thoughtful, understanding, 

empathetic, generous, impactful and life saving. 

PO Box 8197        

Pittsburgh, PA 15217 

412.521.3237 

www.JAFPGH.org 

Learn more about our impact on economic insecurity 

What happens locally, regionally, nationally and internationally impacts our community 

 Storms that swept through the region caused flooding, extended power outages,                                            

damaged cars, homes and property 

 Job loss had a ripple effect on household budgets and ability to pay bills 

 Events in Israel had unexpected economic consequences for local families 

           These are just a few moments … there are so many more 

“For the first time in a long time I felt heard.” 

“In my darkest  times the Jewish community was there to 
help and I thank you.” 

“You are not alone. There are people who care about you 
and are willing to help.” 

Feelings Expressed by Grant Recipients 

         “We want to thank the members of the grant committee for not only the grant 

that we received but the compassion that you all demonstrated.  

It actually moved me to tears.” 


